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LESSONS FOR THE PLANET 
LESSON 2: ENDANGERED SPECIES 

                           
Hi! my name is Anne de Carbuccia and welcome to my lessons for the planet. 
 “Today we are going to talk about Species and extinction and how all life on Earth 
depends on our actions now”.  
   
A lot of people call me an environmental artist because I’ve been artistically 
documenting planet earth – I’ve been, of course, recounting its beauty but also what 
we are about to lose and unfortunately what we have already lost.  
 
So of course, giving a voice to some of the extraordinary species we share our planet 
with was one of the big parts of my One Planet One Future project.  Because believe 
it or not we have already lost hundreds and hundreds of species…. some have probably 
disappeared without us even knowing about them….and today about a million species 
are at risk of extinction and for most of them this has only happened very recently.  
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CHAPTER 1 ú MASS EXTINCTION 

 
That’s why a majority of biologists consider that we have entered what they call the 
sixth extinction…and this is not a future problem…. This is happening right now... as 
we speak… 
 
Imagine that the first five extinctions, occurred millions of years ago and were all 
caused by catastrophic alterations of the environment like a massive volcanic eruption 
or even a collision with a giant asteroid.  The sixth mass extinction - the one 
happening right now – is different: Scientists say it’s caused by us humans.   But the 
most shocking is that this new extinction is happening a thousand times faster 
compared to the other five. 
  
So why is it happening so fast? Well, it’s mainly due to illegal trafficking of a lot of these 
wild species, and habitat loss, a lot of their territories are being taken over by us. It’s 
also due to pollution, we use a lot more pesticides and chemicals and of course the 
climate crisis is not helping.  
 
We now have super fires, and mega floods and sea level rise and this puts our own 
communities at risk but also all the other animal species on our planet. So, we are 
experiencing a phenomenon of significant population decline across all species 
which, because everything is connected, could have cascading consequences on our 
ecosystem which is vital to sustaining our civilization. Scientists describe this as 
“biological annihilation”. That’s how serious it is…. 
 
I was able to travel far and wide to see some of these incredible species I dreamed 
about when I was kid. That experience was such a unique source of inspiration for my 
art. But things are changing: it’s very possible that you will never get to encounter 
these animals in the Natural world.  Some will still perhaps exist in captivity or worse 
stuffed up in a Museum but, if we don’t take action now, a lot will just go extinct.  
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CHAPTER 2 ú  LET’S FIND OUT! 
 

I collaborated with so many different types of animals that it is difficult to choose the 
ones to talk about today…. So, I decided for some of the key species that could also 
pass on a message for the rest of the animal world.  
 
IMPERIAL BEE 
CORSICA  
 
Bees are a good example; they are so tiny and yet so mighty, and we depend so much 
on them as we do of most pollinators. 
I created this image in my native island of Corsica. We have a lot of honeybees there 
as honey is one of the island’s delicacies.  
 
As you may already know my TimeShrines, the installations that I create are essential 
to the composition of my image. Of course, I try and portray wildlife but more than 
anything I am trying to convey a message, an important message about time and 
choice.  
 
So, as you can see from the image, I set up my hourglass, one of our most ancient ways 
of measuring time and my Vanity, my skull, which is called Vanity because it’s a symbol, 
an ancient symbol to remind us that we all have a personal choice to make every day 
during our lifetime. We can choose between a positive and productive life or a 
superficial and vain life and that’s why it’s called a vanity. Imagine that in this case my 
symbols were tiny, look at them as I didn’t want them to overpower the bees, of 
course.  
 
Corsica is also where Napoleon comes from. He used the bee as an emblem to 
represent his status as an emperor. What you can see in the middle of the image is an 
imperial bee which symbolizes hard work, diligence, industriousness and orderliness.  
 
Humans have always used the symbology of certain animals to reinforce their power 
or authority. They used to consider them with great respect. But something has 
changed since the Industrial revolution in our approach to the animal world. We have 
in a way lost our connection to it and our sense of how interconnected our biosphere 
truly is.  If you look closely at the Imperial bee you will see it’s crying; today bees and 
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pollinators in general are at great risk of extinction because of habitat loss by 
conversion to intense agriculture, agrochemical pollutants, invasive species and of 
course climate change.  
And let me tell you if they are at risk so are we! 
 
Without bees and other pollinators, supermarket shelves would hold about half of 
the fruits and vegetables they have now. Imagine no more almonds, apples, broccoli, 
chocolate or even coffee! Human nutrition and food security would basically collapse 
without them. And it would not only be a problem for us, bees pollinate a wide variety 
of the plants that other animals rely on, from berries that are consumed by bears to 
seeds that are necessary to birds.  
 
And because they feed us, without them our livelihood would be at risk!  
 
Imagine bees provide an ecosystem service in the form of crop pollination estimated 
to several billion dollars a year worldwide. Talk about essential workers! 
 
Today Bees have become so rare in certain parts of the world that some regions have 
to carry beehives around by truck. Some countries even pollinate agricultural crops by 
hand! So, let’s remember that bees are not really a danger because they can sting us, 
they are the ones who are in danger. 
 
AREANG 1  
CAMBODIA 
 
I know what you are thinking, pretty fierce. 
 
His name is Areang, and he was saved from the tiger trade in Cambodia when he was 
just a cub. He is one of the lucky ones. 
 
Nobody thought that I would be able to collaborate with him because although he was 
used to human presence and smell he lived in a very big park and was completely wild.  
 
They told me that even if he came over to my installation, he would probably destroy 
it with a swift of his paw.   
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Well guess what, not only did Areang the tiger not destroy my installation, but he 
offered me one of the most incredible collaborations I have ever had and even Nick 
Marx, the tiger whisperer that took care of him, was really surprised!!!  
 
Today there are more tigers that live in cages that in the wild. They are being farmed 
and butchered. Every part of the tiger from its whiskers to its tail have been found in 
illegal wildlife markets.  People use them for health tonics and folk remedy.  
 
But they have also lost most of their historical range, their habitat has been destroyed, 
degraded, and fragmented by our human activities. Even one of the largest tiger 
populations in the world which live in the mangrove forests between India and 
Bangladesh are threatened.  Sea level rise may very well wipe out these forests… and 
with those forests, the entire Sundarbans tiger population would just disappear.  
 
So, besides their incredible beauty and how much they have always inspired all of our 
cultures, why are tigers important? Large predators like tigers play a key role in 
maintaining a healthy ecosystem which in return supplies all of us who live on planet 
Earth with fresh water, food and good health.  

To give you an example tigers prevent over-grazing by limiting herbivore numbers and 
maintain ecological integrity. 

Tiger landscapes also overlap with at least nine major watersheds which regulate and 
provide freshwater for over 800 million people!  Preserving the Tigers also means 
protecting ourselves!! 

I think Areang’s gaze sends us a pretty direct message…. In the end his eyes can speak 
a thousand of my words. 
 
GARDENERS OF EDEN 1 
THAILAND 
 
When I met this Mother elephant and her baby in a sanctuary in the golden triangle in 
Thailand I was just enchanted. I had been working with adult males, they call them 
bulls, by the river but decided to stay a couple extra days just for them. Not far away 
from their dwelling was an abandoned banana forest and that’s when I discovered that 
elephants love young banana trees even more than bananas. Look at the mother 
elephant, she was so happy that she kept on waving her ears in signs of satisfaction. 
There is no doubt in my mind that she along with all other animals are sentient beings. 
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I called this image “Gardeners of Eden” because as you can see, they trample forests 
and dense grass lands, creating water holes and passageways used by other wildlife. 
Their dung is also full of seeds from the many plants they eat and allows forests and 
Savannah to regenerate faster. They really are incredible gardeners for themselves 
and others!  
Suki, the baby was just running around in ecstasy, she couldn’t believe her ears that 
she had access to so many banana leaves. She was so happy that when I called her ……. 
look at what happened… She definitely didn’t control her enthusiasm! 
 
These are very large animals even when they are babies, and the African elephant is 
even larger. It’s actually the largest land mammal! So of course, one of their biggest 
threats today is losing their habitat and migratory routes due to expanding human 
settlements.  That also creates a greater danger of human/elephant conflict. As you 
just saw it can get complicated when you bump into an elephant… These big guys 
definitely need their space. 
 
Today some elephants’ species are already at risk of extinction with the latest 
assessments forecasting drops from 50 to 80% within 3 generations.  
 
The poaching of elephants for their tusks is one of the biggest issues. Today African 
Elephants are listed as critically endangered. A recent study has shown that the level 
of poaching is directly related to the quality of life of the population living nearby.  This 
suggests that helping local communities develop sustainable livelihoods could 
dramatically reduce the lure of poaching and contribute to finding solutions to human 
wildlife coexistence.  And that could be key to successful elephant conservation.  Yet 
again it really depends on us! 
 
The good news is that more and more countries are passing bills to legally recognise 
animals as sentient beings. Meaning that we formally acknowledge their rights for 
having the ability to be aware of feelings and sensations. This will not only help 
protect animals in those countries but also abroad through, for example, the 
dismantling of wildlife crime or creating more efficient laws against ivory trafficking.    
 
SUDAN DAWN 
KENYA 
 
And this rhino is Sudan. I met him in Kenya in a Wildlife sanctuary. They had brought 
him there from the Czech Republic where he lived in a Zoo in the hope that having a 



 7 

better life would help him reproduce. He was the last Male Northern white Rhino left 
on the planet. 
  
There is actually a scientific word for him Endling – which means the last known 
individual of a species or subspecies. 
  
He was protected by armed guards 24/7 because even though he was the last one left 
some people still wanted to kill him… It was truly an incredible experience to spend so 
much time with him. It was like being close to a live dinosaur! He was quite friendly 
and a little blind and it definitely seemed like he was very lonely. I think you can tell 
from the picture. I love that birds would come and land on him and clean his skin. It 
was so interesting to see that collaboration between species. 
 
The TimeShrine is made out of a rhino skull and at the base I put a few pieces of ancient 
Vietnamese money to remind us of how we can still choose what should have value or 
not in our societies. 
 
He died of natural causes a few years after I photographed him. Never have my 
symbols of time and choice felt so relevant than for this image. 
 
Rhinos once roamed many places throughout Europe, Asia and Africa and paintings of 
them have been found in prehistoric caves, they go way back in time. We have 
basically managed to wipe them out in less than 50 years.  
 
Rhinos are killed mainly for their horns, which can be very big sometimes up to 5 feet 
long.  
 
Although their horns are made out of Keratin like our hair and nails, ground Rhino horn 
is used in traditional Asian medicine to “cure” everything from cancer to hangovers. It 
has become such a status symbol that Rhino horn is worth more than gold. Today a 
Rhino is worth more to our society dead than alive. 
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CHAPTER 3 ú CONCLUSION 
 
As we have seen we are in the midst of a 6th extinction and scientists say it’s happening 
much faster than we expected: because of course everything is connected and 
interconnected on our beautiful planet and the ripple effects can be devastating or 
extraordinary, and that today really depends on us.  
 
Let’s remember that in this era that we are living in right now, it’s us humans who 
decide who gets to live or die on our planet… All life on Earth depends on our actions 
right now.  
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CHAPTER 4 ú IMPORTANT POINTS 
 

1. We have seen how life on Earth depends on our actions now. 
 

2. We have entered the sixth extinction and it is mainly caused by humans. 
 

3. Bees and pollinators are at great risk of extinction. Human nutrition and food 
security could basically collapse without them. 

 
4. There are more tigers that live in cages that in the wild. 
 
5. Large predators play a key role in maintaining a healthy ecosystem which 

supplies us with freshwater, food and good health. 
 

6. We call elephants “Gardeners of Eden” because they create waterholes and 
passageways used by other wildlife. 
 

7. Helping local communities develop sustainable livelihoods could dramatically 
reduce the lure of poaching and contribute to finding solutions to human 
wildlife coexistence.  
 

8. Animals are starting to be officially recognised by certain countries as sentient 
beings. 

 
9. There is a scientific name for last known individual of a species, they are called 

Endlings. 
 

10. On our planet everything is connected and interconnected, and the ripple 
effects can be devastating or extraordinary depending on the decisions we 
make. 

 
We can all in different ways become Earth Protectors and choose to make a difference. 
 
Choose earth! 
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I hope you enjoyed our talk.  You can find more information on our project on our 
website or write to us at this address. 
 
If you want to stay connected, we would love to know more about your views and 
ideas.  You can follow us on One Planet One Future which is both on Facebook and 
Instagram. 
 
 
Until next time! 
 
 
 


